GHUDUN AND SA'ATAN

merely by their appearance, but by their abundance in
Wadi Dhikur, which preserves a continuous burial tradition,
having a large recent Muslim cemetery, as well as two other
cemeteries of pre-Islamic or at least non-oriented types of
grave, namely, rock burial and the mammoth grave, while
its name could be taken to mean 'Vale of Remembrance.5

The natives were unaware that the scrollings were
'writing,5 nor had they any precise knowledge of the origin
of the monument, though they vaguely associated it with
the Prophet's daughter (Salih bin Hud. Hud's camel?).

In Bait Kathir country to the west they call the monu-
ments Bit Aba Ghassan, which name would appear to
preserve the Ghassanitae of Ptolemy. There was, of course,
a post-Islamic Ghassanid dynasty of Dhufar, but the
distribution of triliths is beyond Dhufar limits,. and the
monuments themselves, .judging from their pre-Arabic
inscriptions, where inscribed, their non-Islamic orientation,
and local tradition, belong to 'The Days of Ignorance/
The religion of ancient South-west Arabia was the star
worship of the Sabaeans, and it is not impossible that the
triliths were in origin symbolic of the ancient South
Arabian Trinity of Sun God, Moon God and Zahra, the
Venus of the Arabs.

The sun was getting high, and I was anxious to be on
the move, so as I returned past Hanun where my men were
watering, I called to them urging haste, and they cheerfully
shouted back 'Yes'; but I knew well as I rode on that it
would not make them hurry. Their love of dallying over
a water-hole, especially if the next one be remote, I knew
from long experience to be an incurable tendency to which
I must resign myself. Shaikh Salih was not watering here,
he and one other were leaving me to-day to go ahead for
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